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EMERGENCY HANDLING GUIDANCE FOR EXPLOSIVE DEVICES 

(Extracted from FM 5-31, September 1965) 

1. GENERAL 

Through knowledge of the mechanical details and techniques in the use of standard U.S. mines, 
grenades, and boobytrapping equipment, a soldier ia ordinarily prepared to Dome extent for 
dealing with similar equipment of the enemy. However, familiarity with conventional warfare 
explosive devices is uf little or no use in guerrilla warfare. Most enemy boobylraps found re¬ 
cently in guerrilla-infested areas were cunningly and ingeniously improvised and laid. Such 
boobylraps can rarely be neutralized, even by the most experienced specialists. 

2. TECHNICIANS 

n. Although engineer and infantry specialists are responsible for boobytrap detection and re 
moral, men in all military organizations assigned lu combat zone missions must he trained t( 

b. If possible, trained engineer, infantry, or explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) units wiU 
«*nrrli out and neutralize all boobylraps in front of friendly troops—ui prepare safe passage 
lanes. Simple boobylraps will be disarmed during attack; those more complicated will be marked 
by warning signs and reported for removal: 

c. Tactical units should bypass boobytrapped areas, especially villages and other inhabited 
places, to be cleared by specialists later. They will neutralize boobytraps only when necessary 
for continued movement or operation. 

3. DETECTION 

Detection of boobytraps requires the most careful observation. Soldiers must discipline them¬ 
selves to he constantly on guard against the possibility of accidentally exploding a boobytrap, 
especially when moving over an area previously held by the enemy. All soldiers, even those not 
assigned primary responsibility for locating boobytraps, must be alert for any sign of them. 
They must always look carefully for concealed boobytraps even when performing normal ac¬ 
tivities. 

4. OUTDOOR SEARCH TECHNIQUES 

As boobytraps are so deadly and so cunningly conceived and hidden, searchers should be 
suspicious of— 

а. All movable and apparently valuable and useful property. 

б. All disturbed ground and litter from explosive containers. 
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c. Marks intentionally left behind to attract or divert attention. 

d. Evidence of former camouflage. 
e. Abrupt changes or breaks in the continuity of any object, such as unnatural appearance 

of fences, paint, vegetation, and dust 

/. Unnecessary things like nails, wire, or cord that may be part of a booby-trap. 

g. Unusual marks that may be an enemy warning of danger. 

k. AH obstructions, for they are ideal spots for boobytraps. Search carefully before lifting 
a stone, moving a low-hanging limb, or pushing aside a broken-down wheelbarrow. 

i. Queer imprints or marks on a road, which may lead a curious person to danger. 

/. Abandoned vehicles, dugouta, weeds, machinery, bridges, gullies, defiles or abandoned, 
stores. Walk carefully in or around these as pressure-release devices sre easily concealed under 
relatively small objects. 

S. Areas in which boobytraps are not found immediately. Never assume without further in¬ 
vestigation that entire areas are clear. 

{. Obvious tripwires. Even though one tripwire is found attached to an object, others may 
be also attached. Searching must he complete. 

3. DISARMING METHODS 

a. Neutralization. Neutralisation, the making of a dangerous boobytrap aafe to handle, in¬ 
volves two steps: (1) disarming or replacing safeties in the firing assembly, and (2) defusing 

or separating the firing assembly from the main charge and the detonator from the firing as¬ 
sembly. If neutralisation is not possible, the boobytrap must be destroyed. 

b. Destruction in Place. A boobytrap may be destroyed in place if some damage is acceptable, 
as is generally the case out of doors. An operator, may initiate a boobytrap by its own mecha¬ 
nism and riggings or by a rope from a safe distance (at least 50 meters away). 

c. Removal o/ the Main Charge. Before attempting removal, careful probing around the 
main charge is necessary to locate and neutralise all antilift devices. To avoid casualty, the 
type of firing mechanism must be recognized and all safety devices must be replaced. If com¬ 
plete neutralization seems doubtful, the charge should be pulled from place by a grapnel or rope 
from a safe location (at least 50 meters away). After pulling the charge, the operator should 
wait at least 30 seconds as a safeguard against a concealed delay action fuze. 

d. Hand Disarming. None but trained specialists should attempt hand disarming—unless the 
boobytrap's characteristics and disarming techniques are well known. Trained specialists only 
should inspect and destroy all unusual or complicated mechanisms. The fallowing procedures 
for hand neutralization should be used for guidance only, as the exact sequence depends on the 
type of device and manner of placement. 

f 1) Do not touch any part of a boobytrap without first examining it thoroughly. Locate 
all firing devices and their triggering mechanisms. 

(2) When tracing wires, look for concealed intermediate devices laid to impede searching. 
Do not disturb any wires while examining the boobytrap. 

(3) Cut loose tripwires only after careful examination of all connecting objects and after 
replacing all safeties. 

(4) Trace taut wires and disarm all connected firing devices by replacing safeties. Taut 
wires should be cut only after eliminating the danger at both ends. 

(5) Replace safeties in all mechanisms, using nails, lengths of wire, cotter pins, and other 
similar objects. 

(6) Never use force in disarming firing devices. 

(7) Without disturbing the main chatge, cut the detonating cord or other leads between 
the disarmed firing device and the main charge. 

(8) Cut wires leading to an electrical detonator—one at a time. 



POOR MAN'S JAMES BOND Vol. 4 93 VIET CONG BOOBYTRAPS 

(9) When using a probe, push it gently into the ground. Stop pushing when you touch 
any object (it may be a pressure cap or plate). 

(10) Once separated, boobytrap components should be removed to a safe storage or dis- 

e. Special Precautions. 

(1) Be very cautious in handling delay mechanisms. Danger may exist before the ap¬ 

pointed time because of auxiliary firing devices. AU complicated and confusing de¬ 
vices should he destroyed in place or marked for treatment by specialists. 

(2) Wood or cardboard explosive containers, buried for long periods of time, are danger¬ 
ous to disturb. They are also extremely dangerous to probe if in an advanced state of 
decomposition. Deteriorated high explosives are especially susceptible to detonation. 
Thus, a boobytrap destroyed in place and in a concentrated area long exposed to mois¬ 
ture may detonate many others simultaneously. 

(3) Metallic explosive containers are often dangerous to move after prolonged burial. They 
may also be resistant to detection because of oxidation. The explosive may become 
contaminated after a time, further increasing the danger of handling. Explosives con¬ 
taining picric acid are particularly dangerous; deterioration from contact with metal 
forms extremely sensitive salts which are readily detonated by handling. 

(4) Certain types of fuses become extremely sensitive to disturbance after exposure to wet 
soil. Detonation in place is the only safe method of neutralizing or removing such 
deteriorated boobytraps. 
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION AND COMMENT 
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Headquarters, Department of the Army 

Washington, D.C. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMy PAMPHLET 381-11 

FOREWORD 

The purpose of this handbook is to provide United States military personnel with a com¬ 

pact source of orientation and recognition data on improvised equipment and explosive devices in 

use by the Viet Cong in the Republic of Vietnam. 

The Viet Cong forces have acquired wide experience in constructing grenades, mines, lures, 

explosive charges, and other deadly weapons and deiices by using commonly available materials. 

These devices, cunningly placed and camouflaged, have caused many casualties. 

The authority for retention of war trophies by any individual is governed by directives of 

the senior U.S. Headquarters in the area concerned, as well as by pertinent regulations. Items of 

war materiel coming into the possession of U.S. forces will be reported through intelligence 

channels. 

Evidence of errors or omissions in this handbook should be forwarded to the U.S. Army 

Foreign Science and Technology Center, Munitions Building, Washington, D.C., 20315. 


